
Valley of the Sun Koi Club 

Plants for Water Gardens 





Hardy Water lilies 

• Hardy water lilies are true perennials. So long 
as the rhizome does not freeze, the plant 
survives winter dormancy. They are now 
available in red to near black, pink, white, 
yellow, orange or peach shades, and 
“changeable” or “sunset” shades that change 
color over the three to four day bloom period 
of the flower. While there are no blue hardies, 
hybridizing efforts in recent years have 
produced the very deep red shades that 
approach nearly black and sunset colors. 



Blooming cycle of Hardies 

• Typically, hardy lilies do not bloom as 
profusely as their tropical cousins. Nor do 
they hold their blossoms so highly out of the 
water. They float on the waters surface. 
Because many of the hardy cultivars are 
sterile they do not reproduce by seed but by 
division and by growing on of the eyes found 
along the rhizomes. Hardy water lilies also do 
not bloom at night. In most cases, they open 
by midmorning and close by late afternoon. 



Temperature Zones of 

Hardies 
• As hardy perennials, these cultivars fare well 

in the temperate zone pond. Early spring 

finds their fresh pads making their way to the 

water surface. By late spring many will be in 

bloom. Some varieties prove susceptible to 

extended periods of heat. Limited success in 

zones 8-10. They might not bloom at all and 

may display burning and melting or wilting.  



Dr. Kirk Strawn’s “Mayla” 



Perry’s Pink Heaven 



Joey Tomocik 



Tropical lilies 

• Day blooming tropical water lilies are 
considered to be the largest and showiest of 
all water lilies. Flowers of day bloomers open 
in midmorning and close in late afternoon. 
Blooms open for 3-4 consecutive days, while 
new blooms continue in succession. They like 
water temperatures of 70 degrees or higher. 
They also do not winter.  

 

 



Tropical Description 

• Tropical lilies bear round shiny leaves, often 
with crinkled edges. They can be green or 
maroon or green mottled with darker shades. 
The large flowers, up to 13 inches across, are 
fragrant and rise high above the water. They 
come in just about every color from white, 
pink, yellow, purple, blue and red. Tropical 
lilies grow from tubers and should not be 
planted out until water warms up in late 
spring. 

 

 

 



George T. Moore 



 Missouri 



Red Flare 



Martin Randig 



Lotus - Nelumbo nucifera 

• The Lotus is venerated in the Far East, 

where it symbolizes attaining nirvana. It 

begins its life in the mud but eventually 

rises to the heavens. The plant is 

spectacular in both foliage and flower 

and is an ideal addition to any large 

water garden.    



Description of Lotus 

• The round leaves, up to 3 feet across, 
float on the surface of the water early in 
the season but subsequently leaves rise 
on tall stalks to 6 ft. in height. They are 
a beautiful green and display giant 
flowers up to 10 inches across and are 
delicately perfumed and open in mid to 
late summer. They range in color from 
white to yellow to deep pink.   



Mrs. Perry D. Slocum 



Carolina Queen 



Hindu Lotus 



Growing Lotus 

• Plant tubers in spring in large 

containers, covering all but the growing 

tip. Submerge in 2 to 6 inches of water. 

Lotus need full sun and regular 

fertilizers to grow well. Plants often do 

not bloom until the second year after 

purchase. Propagation is by division. 



Victoria Amazonica 

• Victoria’s are giant platters that captured the 

imagination of the world from the very first 

glimpse of it in the wild South American home 

in the Amazon in 1801. Named after Queen 

Victoria, it was nearly 50 years later that it 

was first brought to bloom in “captivity” in 

England, inspiring enthusiasm for its size and 

beauty. Victoria is the genius of giant water 

lilies in all the plant family Nymphaeaceae.  



Victoria pad 



Description of Victoria 

Longwood Hybrid 
• The species of this classification have very large 

leaves that float on the water’s surface. They are 
night blooming, scenting the afternoon and evening 
air with their pineapple fragrance in anticipation of 
the first night flower, huge and white. The second 
night the flower changes to a delicately flushed 
pink and on the third day turns a ruby red. This 
ends the flower’s cycle. The pads grow to 5 - 8 feet 
across. The plants are armed, everywhere except 
the top surface of the pads, with thorns. The 
undersides of the leaves are a marvel of structural 
engineering, support for the highly buoyant pad 
surfaces. 



Victoria - first day 



First day opening bloom - Victoria 



Thorny Victoria pads 



Third day bloom 



Bog plants & Marginal 

Aquatics 
• Marginal aquatics add interest, texture and 

beauty to the shallow waters around the edge 
of the pond. They are also known as 
emergent plants with their roots growing 
underwater and the foliage emerging above, 
often referred as bog plants. True bog plants 
grow in saturated, acidic and peaty soils, 
while marginal or acidic plants grow in rich 
top soil and clay based spoils found in 
freshwater marshes and swamps and around 
ponds. 



List of some Marginal Plants 
1. Canna 

2. Iris 

3. Taro 

4. Papyrus 

5. Swamp Hibiscus 

6. Umbrella Palm 

7. Red bog Lily 

8. Horsetail 

9. Water Bamboo 

10. White Pickerel 
Rush 

11. Sweetflag 

12. Lizards Tail 

13. Arrowhead 

14. Bog Bean 

15. Cardinal Flower 

16. Cattails (very 
invasive) 



Longwood Canna 



Taro 



Swamp Hibiscus 



Floating Plants 

• Floating plants grow on or near the water’s 

edge with no root system anchored in soil. 

Easiest of aquatics to “plant”. You simply set 

them in the water. They are very good in 

maintaining water quality. Their roots remove 

dissolved mineral salts and other nutrients 

from the water, competing with the lower life 

from green water algae. This makes them 

excellent choices for natural filter systems.  



List of Floating Plants 

1. Parrot Feather 

2. Watercress 

3. Creeping Primrose 

4. Water Celery 

5. Water Hyacinths 

6. Water Lettuce 

7. Azzola 

8. Duckweed 

9. Frog Bit 

10. Fairy Moss 



Water Hyacinth 
illegal to ship into AZ (noxious weed) 



Floating Heart 
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